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A lady passed away comparatively recently,

in Indianapolis, who was the last of her genera-

tion of a family notable in the earlier history

of Illinois; a family which, in those hard and

narrow days of pioneering and in later days of

broader things, did a large, and a good part mostly,

in the development of Illinois.

It is the Goudy family which is referred

to. That this "fundamental unit in the organiza-

tion of society* was not alone in its connection

in the matter of ability and prominence is evi-

denced by the appearance in America, in the year

1801, of Alexander Porter, from near Armaugh, County

Tyrone, Ireland. Mr. Porter first settled in Nash-

ville, Term, but under advice from Gen Andrew

Jackson, he removed to the state of Louisiana, where

he was soon elected to the state constitutional

convention of 1811, and later was elected judge of

the state Supreme Court, where he rendered good

service in establishing a new system of jurisprudence.
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He was elected a United States Senator in 1834,

serving out an unexpired term in 1837 as a Whig,

and he "became a close friend and active partisan

of Henry Clay. In those early days Mr. Porter was

of enough calibre to be pitted against Thos.H.

Benton, while Porter was in the Senate. He was

again elected to the Senate, for a full term pre-

sumably, in 1843, where he remained until his death,

in 1844, at the early age of 48 years. For many

years before his death Mr. Porter lived on his

estate of 50C0 acres near Bayou Teche, and the

large mansion where Henry Clay was a frequent

visitor, was still standing as late as 1888.

Robert Goudy, Sr. , was an own cousin of the

Alexander Porter referred to above, and was presum-

ably born in the same neighborhood, although the

name Goudy, Gowdy as it was first spelled, and

Goudie, is strictly a Scotch patronimic. Robert

Goudy was born Nov. 2, 1785, and first appears in

this country in Washington County, Pa. There it

is presumed he met Miss Jane Ansley, as that was

her home, a lady of Scotch ancestry, and woman of

great strength and independence of character. She





was born July 14, 1790 and was married to Mr. Goudy

about 1812.

Their son, Thomas Ansley Goudy, was "born

Nov. 13, 1812. He transposed his name, after^

growing up, and was known as Ensley T. Goudy. He

was in many respects the pioneer of the family, for

he preceded them into Ohio and later on into

Illinois. There, in Jacksonville, on July 1,1840

he was united in marriage with- Miss Catherine Mc-

Mackin, a very "bright and attractive lady, whose

Irish father had the "brightness of his race, and

whose mother "belonged to a prominent Delaware-

Pennsylvania family. Ensley T. Goudy was engaged

in various lines of "business "besides printing, among

other things "being secretary in private life to

Gov. Joseph Duncan of Illinois, and was a man of

prominence and high character. Mrs. Goudy died in

June 1847,. and Mr. Goudy followed her in February

1848, thus cutting short two lives of much promise

and usefulness. They wore parents of four children,

only one of whom survived them.

Robert Goudy, the father, early took up the

"art preservative of arts* and probably every mem-





ber of his family, except his wife, served tine

at the case or with the press, anc! some ware ex-

perts in typesetting. As it was they wrote their

names in print at least upon the history of Indiana

and of Illinois. For it is a fact that the family

were in Indianapolis at an early date, and Mr. Goudy

at one time had a pasture where the Union Railway

Station now stands. Some of the children were born

in Indiana. But the family removed from Indiana-

polis to Vandal ia, 111. , in June 1832, and after a

short stay and doing some printing there, they cane

on to Jacksonville in 1833, allured by the opportuni-

ties offered by Illinois College, the first college

established in the then new state. Jacksonville

Female Academy, the first high grade school in the

state for girls, was also a natter of hope and later

on of help to the Goudy girls who became students

there.

Robert Goudy, Sr. was a man far above the

average in mental ability and force in certain lines

and his wife was a wonan of indomitable purpose and

high character, so it is not surprising that they

became parents of nine children, all of whom were
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to become noted in their respective homes and walks

in life. Mr.. Goudy probably brought his printing

outfit into Illinois; at any rate he was publishing

•The News", in Jacksonville in 1834. It was about

this time that Stephen A. Douglas came up from Win-

chester to Jacksonville, on a visit, and met the

Goudys. Douglas was then about twenty years of age,

and weighed about one hundred and twenty pounds; he

was always very short. But Kir. Goudy recognised the

coming man and urged Douglas on in the way. of ambi-

tion, putting the papers and books of the printing

office at his disposal and urging their use when

needed. Douglas soon started on his remarkable

career by making a great "Jackson speech" in Jackson-

ville, after which he was borne around the Court house

yard on the shoulders of his enthusiastic supporters,

and dubbed "The Little Giant", a title which clung

to him thereafter. The Goudys were his friends and

partisans throughout the rest of his life, and pro-

bably none so much aided him in his ear;y political

struggles for place and name. Among other work done

in 1834 by the Goudys was the issuance of "Peek's

Gezeteer of Illinois", a little volume of nearly
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four hundred well printed pages, "bearing the im-

print "Robert Goudy, 1824V This was probably

the first took, other than lew or legislative re-

ports, printed and bound in Illinois. The"boards"

were procured from Cincinnati, then "The Queen City

of the West". The Goudys printed programs for

Illinois College, and in 1835 their name was upon

the first real Commencement program issued in the

state, that of the class of 1335, at Illinois College.

Mr. Goudy also began in Jacksonville the publica-

tion of the Almanac bearing his name, which became

a repository of political and other facts highly

valued by"the Natives" for many years. The Robert

Goudy family, together with that of his son Ensley

T. Goudy, removed to Springfield, 111, about 1845,

where Robert Goudy died that year. His widow re-

mained there a few years, and then went to the home

of her daughter, Mrs. Eliza Gamble, in LeClaire, Iowa,

at which place she remained until her death in 1865.

Calvin Goudy, second child of the family, was

born in Ohio, June 2, 1314. The family removed to

Indianapolis in 1326, where Calvin began to learn the

trade of printer. That city then had but one church,
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of the Presbyterian denomination, and Calvin became

a member of its pioneer Sabbath School, under the

pastorate of Rev. George Bush. There Goudy became

proficient in learning Bible verses, taking his

Bible with him while he worked at driving ozen to

a cart for hauling brick and sand. This childish

occupation shows how the sturdy men were made, foot-

ball was not then needed for physical and manly de-

velopment. At Vandal ia Calvin worked as a printer,

putting Gov. Reynold's first annual message into type,

among other things. After going to Jacksonville

he earned hie living with the type and attended

Illinois College from which he was graduated in

1839. Among his associates in college were War

Governor Richard Yaes and Eev. R. 17. Patterson, D. D. ,
-

pioneer pastor in Chicago and father of the late

editor of the Chicago Tribune. During Goudy* s col-

lege course he assisted in printing a book entitled

"Wakefield's History of the Black Hawk Far", another

early work in printing. He also taught school, studing

and reciting in college at the same time. In the

year 1837, Calvin, in connection with his brother

(presumably Ensley T. ) published. the "Common School
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Advocate", it "being the first publication devoted

exclusively to the cause of education published in

the Great North West. On Nov. 8, 1833, Calvin was

one of a small party that rode in the first car and

behind the first iron horse ever set in notion in

the state. There were but eight miles of finished

roadway over which the trial trip was made, from

Meredosia, Morgan County, eastward - the beginning

of the present great Y/abash system. Calvin studied

medicine and was graduated frim the St. Louis Medical

College in the spring of 1844, in May of which year

he located in Taylorville, Christian County, his

future home. Deer, bears and wolves then abounded

in that region, and Dr. Goudy on one occasion, narrow-

ly escaped with his life from a pack of wolves which

chased him to a human habitation. He was always a

popular man, and his next run was for the office of

Probate Judge, to which he was elected in 1847, for a

term of four years. May 10, 1848, Dr. Goudy was

married to Hiss Martha A. Mahood, of Cadiz, Ohio,

and they were parents of four girls and two boys.

Mrs. Goudy was a beautiful woman and is still living

in Toledo, Ohio, in the home of a daughter. In 1848
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Dr. Goudy was Professor of -Chemistry in Rock Island

Medical College, which place he resigned at the

end of the year. Having succeeded in his profes-

sion, in 1850 Dr. Goudy, "to meet the pressing needs

of the section erected the first steam saw mill, to

which he added a run of burrs to grind corn. This

venture proved a public benefit. In 1856 the Doctor

was elected to the legislature by a large majority,

where'he took an active part in all measures for the

advancement of public education. He also acted £very

efficiently in advancing the interests of agricultural

societies. In referring to the Normal University,

the first Normal School in Illinois, the Chicago Times

of July 1, 1860, said "The bill creating this in-

stitution met with a vigorous opposition in the House

of Representatives of 1857,xxxxxxx. But by the ener-

getic aid of such men as Dr. Calvin Goudy of Christian

County (whose efforts in this cause should endear him

to the heart of every lover of education) the bill

finally passed by a majority of CUE." Dr. Goudy also

projected and introduced the bill incorporating the

Springfield and Pana Railroad. In Jan. 1861 Dr. Goudy

was appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the
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Senate, 3 member of the Board of Education, a posi-

tion he retained until his death. The family were

all Democrats until 1861, when Calvin became a far

Democrat and later a Republican. Sept 6, 1863, he

was appointed Provost Marshall of Christian Co, a

position he declined. Dr. Goudy filled many minor

offices within the gift of his fellow citizens and

at the time of his death was the oldest* citizen of

Taylorville. He assisted in organizing the first

Sabbath School in the County, and was a prime maer

in public enterprises in which he believed and in

benevolent movements of his time. He was for forty-

three years a member of the Presbyterian Church and

was a commissioner to the General Assembly in 1876. Dr.

Goudy was also a member of the Masonic Fraternity,

his brethern thereof officiating at his funeral, March

8, 1877. Dr. Goudy' s death was deeply regretted

throughout the central part of the state where he

was well known and highly respected. His funeral was

very largely attended; all the business houses of

Taylorville being closed during the services.

Robert Goudy, Jr., born Feb. 5,1816, was

probably the darling of the family, as he was a youth





-11-

of exceeding bright mind and personally attractive.

Long years after his early death, Dr. Newton Bateman

then State Superintendent of public instruction, said

of him: "Robert had that rare insight into the sub-

tlities of things, which, for lack of a better name

men call Genius! " And so he was thought of, un-

consciously perhaps of the height of their opinion

of him, by his family and by his friends. He was

born in the state of Pennsylvania, but taken to In-

dianapolis by his parents in 1826. Here it may be

said were spent thos "halcyon hours" casual to

boyhood's years-hours, the events of which, usually

stamp their impress on Memory's Tablet-

his early days
Were with him in his heart"

Y/ordsworth.

There, perhaps was awakened the poetical spirit which

led him to write in verse, and to be thought of as

one of the gidted ones. Soon after coming to Illinois

he made public profession of religion and united with

the Presbyterian Church in Vandalia. In the years

after coming to Jacksonville he studied in the Illinois
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College from which he was graduated in 1839, in the

same class rath his elder brother Calvin. Shortly-

after this he returned to Indianapolis, where he re-

mained nearly two years studying his chosen pro-

fession of medicine. In June 1841, he returned to -

Illinois and in August following he located at St.

Marys, in Hancock County, where he entered upon a

successful practice, but one of short duration. He

died at that place of congestive fever, Feb. 3,1842,

and his remains now rest in the St. Mary's Graveyard,

situated in a beautiful grove adjacent to the village.

Greece was then the subject uppermost in the minds of

the students and those poetically inclined, and in

1839 Robert wrote a poem on that felicitous subject

the opening verse of which ran:

"Faid land of polished art and poet's song-
The sacred home of precious Freedom long,
And long the abo-Je of sage Philosophy;
Bright spot amidst the gloom of time gone by,
Whose wreck is sinking in Oblivion's Sea,
My truant thoughts all elce forsake for thee.
My fancy wanders where blind Homer sung,
And strays thy fallen fanes and col'mns among."

A little book of his half serious attempts at poetry

was printed by Dr.Colvin Goudy, prefaced by a sketch

of Robert's short life, and this thin remembrance of
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1842 and of a bright and gifted soul, lies before

the writer of this sketch. The smile of Heaven was

upon Dr. Robert's face as he died, and

"After life's fitful fever,
He sleeps well.

"

Maria Goudy, first girl of the family, and

destined to live longest of any of them, was born

Dee. 10, 1817. She and all the girls were born in

Pennsylvania. She was married in Jacksonville, Sept-

3, 1838, to Mr. George W. Chapman, by whom she had

five children. One of these, Mrs. Ellen Granger, was

married in Cincinnatti, was a school teacher and be-

came County Superintendent of Schools in the State

of Washington. Mrs. Chapman died in Indianapolis

where che had lived for some years, June IF, 1905,

and was buried beside her father in Oak Ridge Cemetery

Springfield, 111. She was a well educated and well

informed woman, and a good writer. The enjoyed

unusual physical health through eighty-six years and

had remarkable possession of her faculties for the last

years of her life. She possessed much imagination

and was very vivacious, especially as she grew older .
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Eliza Goudy was "born June 2, 1819, and became a

woman of decided force of character, was widly informed

and of high mentality, She w?s married in Springfield

July 20, 1843 to Dr. Jas. Gamble, of LeClaire,Iowa.

Dr. Gamble was a native of Londonberry, Ireland, and

after coming to the United States, liked in Delaware;

Pittsburg, Pa., Warsaw 111 , Hew Orleans, St Louis,

and finally settled in LeClaire, Iowa in 1847, thus

becoming a pionerr of that state - only a year old.

After marrying Miss Goudy "their home was for many

years a social center". Dr. Gamble was a member of

the American Medical Association, and of that of the

state of Iowa, of which latter he was President in

1870. He held local offices for years, was identi-

fied with educational matters and was mayor of LeClaira

He was Vice President of the Savings Bank and other-

wise prominent. In 1862 he was Asst. Surgeon of the

3rd Reg£. of Iowa Vols. In religious natters he was

first a Baptist, and when that church broke up he be-

came a Presbyterian, of which demonination be became

a Ruling Elder. . At his funeral, at the age of eighty-

two years, in Oct, 1903, "there were present hundreds
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of old friends of the decedent and the funeral

cortege that escorted the remains to their last rest-

ing place was one of the largest in recent years.

The City Officials of LeClaire attended the services

in a "body. Dr. and Mrs. Gamble had no children of

their own, hut their home was that of several children

of their relatives. Mrs. Gamble was a fine house-

keeper, a good writer, and at her death October 6,

1895, the locat paper remarked of her: "Mrs. Gamble

has been an active and influential member of the

Baptist Church for over fifty years, and took a deep

interest in all efforts to advance the cause of edu-

cation and Christianity and was greatly admired by

all who had the pleasure of her acquaintance during

her long residence in LeClaire. "

Jane Goudy, Jr the youngest girl, was born

Feby. 2, 1822. and was accounted the brightest of the

girls of the family by her acquaintances. She, as

did the others, early took to writing which, it should

be remembered was a rare accomplishment cm those days,

owing to the general lack of public education, and

especially owing to the then defective education of

women. Miss Goudy was married in Spr infield, March 4,
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1845, to Dr. E. T Chapman, of Taylorville, which

was her home for years. They were parents of four

children and were leading citizens of their home

town. This was brought about by the brightness

and intelligence of Mrs. Chapman and her interest

in public affairs and by the popularity of Dr. Chapman

and his professional success. Dr. Chapman died about

1865, and some years later Mrs. Chapman removed with

her family to Topeka, Kansas, thus proving true to the

pioneering tendencies of the race She died there

Dec 6, 1892.

William Charles Goudy was born May 15, 1824,

an era when so many great men were born, and he was

destined to become , or to make himself, the most

prominent and distinguished member of the family. There"

was much in common in the early days of the arduous

struggles of such men as Gouglas, Lincoln and Grant,

with poverty and other adverse citcumctances, and

William C Goudy belonged to that class of men.

The three ^ust mentioned had greater names than Goudy

when their work was done, but he was of the same

quiet, industrious, indomitable quality as they wes? ,

and he came to know and to be intimately associated

with the first two, and to be personally acquainted
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probably, with Gen. Grant. At the unveiling of

the equestrian statue of Grant in Lincoln Park,

Chicago, Mr. Goudy as President of the Park Board

made the speech accepting that work of art, in the

presence of many thousands of hearers and spectators.

Mr. Goudy was "born in Indiana, hut for some reason

he used to say he was born near Cincinnatti - which

was also true. But he cane to Illinois in 1832

and was always thereafter a citizen of this state.

He became an expert typesetter and also taught school.
He was always a pronounced democrat politically, but

one night while engaged in teaching school at Decatur,

he was sleeping at the house of a well known Abolitionifet

when a Pro-slavery mob attacked the place and some

one shot right thro the .window and over the bed where

Mr. Goudy was. Following the family thurst for learn-

ing William attended Illinois College and w?s graduated

from there in the class of 1845. It had eleven members

all of whom, with possibljs^a single exception became

prominent or distinguished. Of the latter was Hon

Barbour Lewis, afterwards Member of Congress from

Memphis, Tenn. a Federal Judge in Utah and a state

Judge in Washington. Another of special prominence

and business success was Mr. E.W. Blatchford,a leading

manufacturer of Chicago, who is so far as known the
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obly survivor of the class living now, in 1907.

After graduation Mr. Goudy studied law with Hon.

Stephen T. Logan of Springfield, one of the greatest

lawyers of Illinois, was admitted, to the Bar in

1847 and located at Lewistown, Pulton Co in 1848.

There he "became acquainted with Miss Helen M. Judd,

sister of the Hon. S. Corning Judd, a native of New

York state. Mr. Goudy and Miss Judd were married at

Canton, 111, in 1849 and they became identified with

the Presbyterian Church of Levristown and were active

workers in the Sabbath School of that Church, to which

both belonged. In 1852 Mr. Goudy was elected States

Attorney of the district, which then included Rock

Island and other counties In 1856 he was elected

State Senator and he was in the upper branch of the

Legislature in 1859 when his brother Calvin was in

the lower house, and voted for their old time friend

Stephen A. Douglas for United States Senator, that

being Douglas' third and last election as Senator.
lawyer

William C. Goudy* s success as a SBKatcix up to this

times had been good, but he heard the City calling

him and in 1859 he left Lewistown and went to Chicago

which continued to be his home for the rest of his

life.
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In Chicago, Mr. Goudy became one of the fore-

most lawyers of the land in private practice and in

the last days of his life he wss General Counsel

of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, a distinguished

and lucrative position

He was always an intensely "busy man, and never

wasted words. This led Franc B. Wilkie of the

Chicago Times to Characterize Mr Goudy as " a locomo-

tive enigma of reticence". Yet when he had time he

was an interesting talker and highly enjoyed such

relaxation and had a keen appreciation of true humor.

"Writing some years since of a member of the

western bar, a very eminent American jurist expressed

the opinion that if one familiar with the profession

and competent to the task, were called ypon to single .-

out from among the many shining examples of legal grea1>-

ness in this country the ideal lawyer, he could

hardly do better than point to W. C Goudy of Chicago".

More than for years of professional life has

brought Mr Goudy so prominently before the public

that it is only necessary to say of him, to far as his

standing at the bar is concerned, that he ranks among

the pre-eminently great lawyers of the country.

"
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•In 1855 he argued his first case before the

Supreme Court of Illinois. xxxx One hundred and

Thirty volumes of these reports have since "been issued

and in every one of them cases have "been reported

which have "been argued by Mr. Goudy, many of them

involving questions of land law, commercial law and

and constitutional law of the greatest importance.

In the higher courts of other western states and

in the Supreme Court of the United States, he has

been almost as conspicious a figure, his arguments in

cases involving questions of commercial law attracting

special attention, and carrying with them extraordinary

weight 8
.

Many noted cases in the National Supreme Court

might be referrred to, did space permit, for Mr.

Goudy had a remarkably; distinguished redord Before

that Tribunal.

•As no argument is necessary to establish the

fact that Mr. Goudy is one of the great leaders of the

Western Bar, neither would any panegyric which might

be written of him in this connection, add to the

lustre of his renown", was written in the Magazine

of Western History, some time before his death.

Mr. Goudy accumulated a handsome fortune,
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lived elegantly and never forgot those, in his success

who had been friends in the days of his struggles for

place and fame. He was a candidate for the United

States Senate in 1862 and received a good vote in

caucus, but was defeated by Wm A. Richardson. Later

in life he was a member of the National Democratic

Committee and a trusted adviser of President Cleveland.

In church matters and benevolences Mr. Goudy was

prominent and was a trustee or director of iicCormick

Theological Seminary for years before his death. His

home was brightened by two children, and it was visited

by many of the most distinguished people of the land,

to whom he extended a quiet but warmhearted generosity.

Pew men have been more generous and this helpfulness

was not extended merely to the members of his family,

but he had pensioners for years. He delighted in the

society of little children and was greatly pleased at

having them as visitors in his home

His interest in politics never had the effect

of decreasing his interest in professional work, or

caused him to slight his professional duties. From the

time he took hold of his first case, up to the present

his rule had been to examine thoroughly into the de-

tails of every case in which he was retained and to
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scrutinize it in all its bearings. " Many incidents

illustrative of hie work in this respect might be given,

and one of hie greatest successes professionally was

brought about thro this characteristic.

But a machine worked to its limit must break, and

on April 27, 1893, as Mr. Goudy sat as his desk in the

Northwestern offices, talking with Gen McArthur his

work was done and he fell on sleep.

And then the pages of the Metropolitan papers

teemed with notices and stories of the quiet man who

had gone out from among men.

George Bush Goudy, born in Indianapolis, Ind,

Jan. 7, 1828, came to Illinois with hie parents in

1832. He attended Illinois college in the years 1844-5

and 1846-7 being then a resident of Springfield, 111.

where he was employed as a printer. Mr. Goudy left

Springfield in May 1849, becoming one of the "Argaunauts

of '49", going to Oregon City, Oregon, in September of

that year. There he became publisher of the "Spectator"

a weekly newspaper. He soon went to Lafayette, Ore.

and while there held the offices of Circuit Auditor

and Sheriff. In the summer of 1854 Mr. Goudy married

Miss Elizabeth Morgan, a very attractive young lady of

Lafayette. One child was born to them, now Mrs.L.T.M.
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Slocum of Chicago. In April 1355 Mr. Goudy removed

to Olyinpia, Wash, where he was unanimously elected

public printer "by the Legislature. He then con-

ducted"Thc Pioneer and Democrat", a weekly paper,

and did the territorial printing. He died in

Olyinpia Sept 29, 1357. Mr. Goudy was a man of great

industry and attained much personal popularity. He

was one of the early pioneers of the Pacific Coast

as his parents and grand-parents had been of the East

and assisted in giving it a start in the course which

has since developed that region.

Jas H. Goudy, the youngest of the family, was

born in Indiana, Jan 23, 1331 and was brought to

Illinois in 1832. There he lived in Vandalia, Jackson

ville and Springfield. In the latter place, with

the family habit, he was a printer, among other work
.

being employed on the "State Register". He followed

his brother George to Oregon, in 1852, stoping first

at Astoria. "During the Indian wars of that region

in 1852-7 Mr. Goudy and brother Capt. George B. Goudy

were in the military service of the Government and

Jas. H. was afterwards in charge of several Indian

Reservations and tribes of Indians." In 1865 Mr.

Gouiy returned to the States and made his heme there-

after at LeClaire, Iowa.
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In 1875 Mr. Goudy visited Springfield, 111, and

the d Register" sd:l of him: "He is an old gold miner,

an Indian fighter and has had some hair breadth

escapes. xxxxxxHe was acquainted with Lincoln and

Sheridan, Gen Crook and many of the old time great

men of the past. He is now 64 years of age and wears

his gold badge of honor. " The badge referred to was

given by old settlers of Oregon, where he visited

about 1375, in view of his services in the Indian

wars.

At one time during his work among the Indians

he met a young officer of the Regular Army who was

riding directly into the midst of the hostile

Indians. Mr. Goudy warned him of his danger and

persuaded the youthful son of Mars to take a safe

route. Years afterward Goudy figured it out that

the man's life whom he had promably saved was that

of Gen Phillip H. Sheridan, who afterwards made a

more famous ride at Winchester, Va.

Mr. Goudy was very popular among his associates
of the Pacific coast, and died at LeClaire, Iowa,

December 3, 1902.
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Such is the story of an American family

whose history began in Ireland an:' ended on the

Pacific Coast of the United States, and it is

much to be questioned if many families have done

so much as pioneers and upbuilders of our land.

Surely few out of any one family have accomplished

so much by their own. unaided efforts.
















